Beware! The Ides of March! 


Numismagram Newsletter #94 (III/2023) 


It’s that time of the year again—no, not Halloween, though you may easily have been 
mistaken given the spooky nature of this upload. Keeping with the tradition started in 
2019, we are celebrating this most auspicious of days with some material from the more 
haunting side of numismatics. Given the date's association with the assassination of 
Julius Caesar (along with portents from the prior evening), a bit of a Halloween feel has 
always seemed most appropriate. And speaking of portentous prior evenings, we had a 
rather blustery and storm-filled one ourselves, with sustained heavy winds emanating 
from yet another atmospheric river passing through Northern California. Seemingly, never 
blew more wind from a Pleasanton sky; never were trees’ alarming roots so well seen... 


Moving to the upload itself, first up is something that is unmistakably chilling and 
undoubtedly unique, given its engraved nature... 


This impressive specimen likely dates to the early-mid 18th century in the Netherlands, 
serving as a badge for a member of the gravediggers’ union. Such guild badges and 
medals were highly common and en vogue in the Low Countries during this period, 

serving as a way in which to display one’s trade or profession. These also tended to be 
very personalized and unique, as they were hand engraved, rather than struck or cast 
and then mass produced. Skull, scythes, a coffin, and the all-seeing eye—how many 
numismatic items are you going to find with that array of iconography and intriguing 

history? 


Up next is another impressively haunting object from the Netherlands—Maastricht, to be 
precise—and from the following century. At first glance, it may be highly reminiscent of 
the famous series of skull tokens from nearby Liége in what is now Belgium. Don’t be 
fooled, however, as the Maastricht tokens such as these are not only larger in size, but 
also much rarer. With some digging, the Liege pieces can be found here and there, but 

the Maastricht issues are indeed far more difficult, with this being the first from St. 
Nicholas’s Church that | have ever had... 


These pieces, known as Begrafenisloodje, served multiple roles in the Low Countries 
during the 16th-19th centuries, acting as payment for gravediggers and pallbearers (or 
other funerary expenses), or acting as a commemorative for the funeral of the deceased 

—either to those attending the ceremonies or to the respective church in remembrance of 
the departed. 


Moving to the straight-up bazaar, this next modern medal features not a human skull, but 
rather a ram’s skull. Even though it may feel as though it is channeling the parched 
landscape of the Old West, it is, in fact from Hungary... 


Issued for a regional veterinary institute in Miskolc, it was used as a presentation gift 
bestowed upon distinguished visitors to the institute. 
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Switching to something a bit different, the following piece features neither skull nor 
skeleton, but does certainly convey the theme of haunting. A very new piece that is only a 
decade old, this entrant from the British Art Medals Society (BAMS) series offers a very 
candid view of modern warfare and the idea of collateral damage, calling into question all 
governments and their actions, not just against those deemed “the enemy’... 


Furthering its intrigue that much more is the fact that, as inspiration, the author of this 
medal chose a religious work, namely The Light of the World by Holman Hunt, as a basis. 
Whereas, in the original painting, Christ is seen knocking at a door and holding a lantern, 

serving as a beacon to the world, the author here presents a fighter pilot emerging 
through a partially ruined abode, with a hand uplifted not to knock, but to display a 
grotesque trophy. Meanwhile, in the foreground, the light given unto the world is merely 
that of a bomb exploding. 


Lastly, would it really be a spooky upload without one of the Blumenbach “3 skulls” 
medals? Probably not, which is why we have a rather attractive one here... 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of the 
page. In two weeks, we will be back again at the beginning of April with no pranks, only a 
great mix of art and historical medals. 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 
purchased from us in the past. 
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